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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY -

. SUNNY BANK HABS No. VA-996
Location: North Garden vicinity, Albemarle County, Virginia
Pregent Cimer: Dr. and !Mrs. Andrew TP, Burt

Prosent Oceunsnb: Dreo and Mres. Andrew 2, Harh

Prg__c:_nt Uset Dwelling

Statement of This house which was built circa 1797 by

Simm iricanco:s Andrew Hoavt, is a fino exomple of inhtg(_,nth :
contury domestic srohitecturc in Vll‘“’ inia. -
Six genefqtlg.‘m of this name havao .!.J.Vu(.]. ere.
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PART X, HISTORICATL, TNIOMMATIC

A. Physical History:

1, Originnl and subseoguent owners: Reference i the
Circuit Court of Albemarie Clounty, Virginia,

1797 ©Deed recorded Moy 25, 1795 in Book 12 puge 273
{(property--no ne :ﬁ:;.on af bu:s,i'*l“gz) .
. Istate of Jewes Cowke, approximately 70D cereg
to : :
Andrsw D. hart

1832 Will of Andiew Herb rocordedon Merch 26 in
Vi1l Bosk 11 mage 9‘) '
Ur oeive and bacuenith to my vife Flilzaboth thaet
tract of land callsd Susuy Banle o o a2l higr
dacoosse to I'wll Lo wy son Wiiliam De Hurt.

1832 Decowmber 1 oin w1l Book ML poeoe W6 1o ro-
cordaed the inventory of Anarcw Hart's cstato,

1877 wWill of Williem D. Hart recorded cn Vebruury 6
int Wil Baok 29 puze 20O
VI pive to “y wife Elizabebh the whole of ny

NLULONC . o N

LOB5 WL of wlisaboath D. T, Howxd rocorded Octobar 10
s Wil DBoolt 39 nane 93

38068 ALl of Midirabeth D J. Hort o oo . "L glve to

my L,r‘:*r-ﬁ.ﬂou Avdroy . Hoet ry Surmy Bomg Jarm,

A Thir Sorm o bos oo dn the Tomily Do JSous C

gonerebious 3t s wmy wich thol 10 shaill contiuvo .- .

. andivided in the posnession ol wany one ol hils
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chiltien + o o I would preler that ho bo
callod Villim D, oy iAndvew D, Hoavt, bLub I
wish my prondson to use hia heat dicerction
in hins cholcw wnd give it to the one who will
more ncarly Tfollow in tho footsteps o his
prandiatiior. :

18692 Will of ilizuboth D, J. lUrrt probated lMarch 7
in Will Book 30 pume 93,

19256 Will of Andrew Hort recorded Moy 21 in Will
Book 3L puage 66,
"Phis is to certif'y that I hereby c~ive my
wife Virginia B. Hert all the property I am
possessed of . " '

1926 Idist of Heirs of Andrew Hart recorded December 1
in Will Book 3 page 66
Mra., Virginiz B, Hirt=-60 years
Re We B. Hurt--36 years
Ifrs, Ilizabeth Jones--3)4 years
William D, Hurt--26 years
fndrcew D, Hart--23 years

Date of Ercetion: 1797~-1802.
Architect: Unknown.

fMlterations and additions: The houge oripginally

consliasted of a two story center block with a pro--

jectjnﬂ two story portico, flanked by one story

w1nqo. A scecond story wes probuably added to the

winge goon afbter the house was built. This assumpbion
besed on the fact that the beocded weathoerbonrd,

the windew arehitraves and the modillioned cornice

are virbtusdly identicnl to those of the oricinal

portion of Uiy houso.

The plan of the originnl house included a two-
story entrance hall with a circular balcony, This
1s supoorted by evidence of the intorruption of the
cornice in tho ertronce hall snd The pieced Iloor
boerds in the hall on the second flsor, e

The one story porches at elther end of the. hou:
were enclosad. to accombdave o kitchen and ba tnroon

aone Lime dlll‘%.*{j the tucentiath contury.

e ronatus of window architraves, nd bullt*-
in eupboards und a bricked over iirepluco were -
found in the busement, Tnis roem ray hava becn uubd
a3 o Jdining room at one time,

Sources of Information:

Deed end Will Eooka, Circuit Court of Albemirle
CounLy, Virginias 3 ' '
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B, Tieye  Anta-Dolltiun Albenin: Lu, Charletbioa-
ville, Virginia: o Feople o Nation:l Bank, 1935,

Woods, indper.  Albenm lo Conmby, Vircinin. 1G00.

acords of Mutual Assurance Company of Vierginla,
dated October 18, 1802, July 18, 1805, October 28,
1816,

PALT T, ARCITUT G, TUHIFORI TTON

A. Genersl Statoment:

1, Architcesural chevsciter: Sunny Banlt ia an cxample
of the Iins country houses which were built in Vir-
finia during the EBighteenth Contury,

2. Condition of PFabric: Very good,
B. Description of Ezterior:

1. Overall Dimcnsions: This house, wnich is seven
bays (100 feet) wide has a two sbtory center block,
flanked by one story Wanun ‘he Lwo story projeciing
portico contalus six coluins—~-two storics in height,
cach turned from a single tree. ¥lan of house is a
Greck cross.

2. Foundatiors ¢ Brick,

3., Wall construction, finish and color: Beaded weather-
board painted white, in excollicnt condilion.

ILe Structursl system, froming: Wood froame with weather-
board.

. torches: Two story projecting nmortico with cix
colums--tuo storics in height, cach curved from a
singlez trece, lodillioned CJPUICG and fanlight
decorate the pediment,

1

6. Chimney: One brick exterior chimney in the rcer
center bloclk of house, two interior brick chiinmneys
the east and west ends of the two story wi

T« Openings

8s Dooruways: Main entronce is o six penel door
with a seml-clrculor Tenlicght. ‘fne sams door-

3

ey leads bto sccond Ileoor of the perch.

b, Windows and shucters: all windows, exccent for
theoe on tho reax pordion of cacond floor of the
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eenter block facling east and west which are six
over nine light sashes, are wooden double hung
windows with two over two light sashes. A
circular fanlight window 1s loeated in the
pediment of the portico. The wooden shutters
arc louvered. ‘The original wooden shakes on the
roof have been replzaeed with asphalt shingles,

A fine modillioned cornice is located on the
south, east and west elevations and along the
pediment on the poreh.

8. Description of Interior

1.

Floor Plansi

2. Basementt The brick basement contains several
different fooms under the entire house and poreh.
The furnaee is located here. Some woodwork has
been found here .and it 1s believed that perhaps
it was once used as a dining room,

b, First Floor: The doorway leads into a large
central hall. The stairs are located on the
left side of the hall which epens onto threc
rooms; 2 dining room on the left, a living room
straight ahead and a opdroom to the right. The
hallway and these three rooms contzin original
woodwori. The one story wings were added much
later and contain a bathroom and bedroom on the
east side and a kitehen, pantry and porch on the
west side.

e, Seeond Floor: The second floor eonsisis of a

central hall leading onto the porch. The two
bedrooms loeated over the living room are the
original rooms, the bedrooms located over the -
dining vroom and the first floor bedroom were
probably added scon after the house was buillt,

A small room, now used a2s a bathroom is located
opposite the stairs on the southeast side of the
house., ' '

a. Attic: unfinished, The original roof structure

with wooden pess and wooden shakes is visible from
inaide the attic.

Stairwayst The main stairway is a dog les stair with

winders. This i1s not the original stalir as can be sesn

by examininn the Lell;ng in the entrance hall znd
the floorboards in the sceond floor hallway. The
handrail 1s are approximutely four inches in width
and 1s connected to carved wooden newel posts on the
first and sccend floor., The badement and attlc gtalrs
are. two run $iairs wlth winders. : :
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Floorings: The hardwood floors throusghout the house
consist of floorbourds four inches in width.

fall and ceiling finishs Palnted plaster s used
throughout the house. The cornices in the entrance
hall, living room, dining room and firsi floor

bedroom are in very good cendition. The above
mentioned rooms all have chair rails, the living

room also had paneled walnscoting below the chalr rail,

Mantelpieces: The mantelpieces used throughout the
house are all different with the execcption of those in
the two original bedrooms which are extremely simple.
Those in the other rooms are more complex with the
mantelniece in the living room beinz the largest and
most elaborate of them azll.

Doorways and Doors: The main door is a four panecled
wooden door, while six paneled doors are used throughout
the house. The door frames which have six inch wide

architraves and the doors are all presently palanted
white, -

Hardware: A box lock and key are still in use on the
fromt door. Most of the other hardware in the hcuse
has been changed.

Sites

1.

2.

Ganeral setting and orlentation: The house faces
south-southwest on a hilltop surrounded oy open
fiel.ds and bordered on the north by the Hardware
River,

Outbuildings:

a. Office: The 12 by 14 foot one story office has
an exterior end chimney and beaded weathertoarding
with a gable roof. The door and simple architrave
trim are both nade of wood,

e Kitchent The one-and-~a~half stery kitchen heas a
central interior brick chimney. The walls nre
composaed of bpaded weatherboard., The roof is
fgabled and decorated with o modillicned cornice.
The building i 18%F hy 28) fect. The windows on
the north and couth side of the first floor are
gld-over-alx light cash windows witlh cinele uls
Light windows above. The door uand archlitrave are
glimilar to those used on the office.

¢c. Smokehouses The 12 fool cquare smolkehouse id

cgonstrucded of roushly hewn wooden boards.  The
door 15 male of four wide vertical panels.

d. Loz shedr The log shed which mcasures 13 by 14 feet,
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lg constructed of logs with notched joints. The
pabled roof is surfaced with tin,

¢. Garapges The gara-w, which measures 20 by 40 feet,
is supported on tihe copen (vast) side by massive
tree trunkzs. The other three sides are enclosed
wlth rousghly hewn horizantal boards.

_ PABRT I1I1I. PROJECT INFORNMATION

, These records are part of a project undertaken by the
School of Architecture =zt the University of Virginia under
the direction of ¥. Edward Lay, Associate Professor of
Architectiure, drown and rosearched Fall Semester 1974 by
Jeff Berger, Architecture Student, Chuch Koch, Architechure
Student and Naney Recchile, Graduste Architectural History
student.  ue documentation was donated to the Historic American
Buildings Survey. It was not produced under HABS supervision, noy
edited by members of the HABS staff,




